
 

Native Landscaping
Interest in native plant landscaping has been growing for many years. Savvy gardeners and 
landscapers have always known that native plants provide a broad range of benefits for humans and 
their fellow creatures, especially in urban settings, and academic research is finally catching up to 
that sentiment. 

Native plants are the logical choice for landscapes focused on resource conservation and ecological 
health, but choosing plants requires a general understanding of the differences between native species 
and common ornamental plants, particularly in water use and soil requirements. Native plants have 
gone through generations upon generations of natural selection to become what they are today. They 
are specifically suited to their environmental conditions and perform better than your standard 
ornamental plant in those same conditions. That means in Central Oregon, our natives can more 
successfully survive periods of drought and high winds as well as short growing seasons and low soil 
fertility. The ornamental plants you commonly see at nurseries (coneflowers, daisies, hosta, roses, 
etc…) aren’t often suited to our exact climate and need supplemental water and fertilizer to thrive, 
creating more work for gardeners and draining important resources that could be better used 
elsewhere. Due of the nature of commercial plant breeding and consumer demand for consistent 
blooming and growth traits, ornamental plants are almost genetically identical, leaving entire species 
more vulnerable to environmental changes and pest and disease attacks (imagine Ireland’s potato 
famine). Native plants propagated by seed have greater genetic diversity, so although individual 
species don’t always look or perform the same way, the species as a whole won’t get wiped out by a 
single disease, pest, or weather-related disaster. 

The objective of native landscaping should be clearly defined and reflected in specific elements 
around your property. Do you have an area that tends to flood during a rainstorm? There are native 
plants for that! Do you have a spot that gets blasted by chilly spring winds as well as the hot summer 
sun? There are native plants for that too! Do you need something to replace your time-suck of a lawn? 
Do you just want more wildlife in your front yard? I think you know the answer at this point. 

Native landscaping emulates the conditions of a plant’s of natural environment, saving you time and 
money while also conserving resources and supporting native insect and animal communities.The 
best part is there are no set design standards for native plant landscaping. It can be planned as distinct 
architectural elements, it can be a messy habitat providing food and shelter for insects and birds, or it 
can be somewhere in between that satisfies your personal aesthetic while enhancing the ecology of 
your property. The important thing to remember is that native landscapes are dynamic and forgiving 
and will provide years of enjoyment as they mature. So just have fun with them!
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Easy ways to get started
1  Remove and keep invasive trees, shrubs, and weeds  
    at bay. These eventually outcompete natives for  
    water, nutrients, and space. 
2  Eliminate or reduce the size of your lawn. 
3  Start replacing your water-hungry and double 
    petaled ornamentals with native plants. 
4  No yard? No problem. Grow native plants in  
    containers and cluster together to attract more birds  
    and insects. 
5  Leave stems and seed heads in the fall and delay  
    your final cleanup until early spring. Native birds  
    and bugs make use of these over the winter. 
6  Add natural nesting areas like a log, snag, rock pile,  
    or a bare patch of dirt. 
7  Limit pesticide use and practice IPM.

Benefits of Native
Landscaping



Some of our favorite native plants for Central Oregon
Achillea millefolium Western yarrow 

Aromatic perennial with flat-topped white flower 
clusters and dark fern-like foliage that adds nice 

texture to wildflower meadows. Commonly found 
in sagebrush communities and essential pollinator 
species. Flowers mid-summer. Full sun, low water. 

Can become aggressive under irrigation.

Aquilegia formosa Western columbine 
Graceful, nodding flowers of red and orange 
with yellow centers on two foot stems. Blooms 
late spring through August. Attracts butterflies 
and hummingbirds. Self-sows. Filtered 
sunlight, moderate water.

Dalea ornata Purple pairie clover 
An attractive but unusual perennial with 

spiked flower heads ranging from light to deep 
purple. Makes a wonderful rock garden plant. 

Nitrogen fixer. 12-15” tall. Low water, full sun.

Erigeron linearis Linear-leaf fleabane 
Often found on dry, rocky slopes. Likes hot, dry 
conditions. Grows best in sagebrush and juniper 
habitat. 8-12” tall. Full sun, very drought tolerant 
once established.

Eriophyllum lanatum Oregon sunshine 
Bright golden-yellow flowers with whitish woolly 

leaves. Common in sagebrush communities. 
8-10” tall. Full sun, drought tolerant and carefree 

once established.

Penstemon humilus Lowly penstemon 
Compact penstemon with narrow basal leaves. 
Small, deep blue to purple flowers. Nice 
addition to a rock garden. 8-12” tall. Full sun, 
low water. 

Penstemon davidsonii var. davidsonii 
Davidson’s penstemon 

Forms dense evergreen mats four inches high 
with large, bright purple flowers that bloom 
from early spring through summer. Full sun, 

low water, drought tolerant once established.

Penstemon eatonii Firecracker penstemon 
Brilliant crimson flowers borne on 1-2’ stems with 
large, glossy green leaves. Attracts hummingbirds. 
Full sun, low to moderate water. 

Linium lewisii Blue flax 
Vase-shaped plant with dainty blue flowers 

that bloom on slender 15-20” stems from early 
summer to fall. Self-sows and prefers dry soils. 

Full sun, low to moderate water.
Asclepias speciosa Showy milkweed 
Primary host plant for monarch butterflies and 
popular addition to pollinator gardens. Full sun, 
moderate water. Can become aggressive in moist 
conditions.

Plox diffusa Spreading phlox 
Low-growing ground cover with “prickly” leaves. 
Masses of soft pink-white flowers bloom once in 

the spring, occasionally flowering again in the fall. 
Full sun, moderate to low moisture.

Sphaeralcea munroana White-stemmed 
globe mallow 
Erect perennial with clusters of red to apricot 
flowers that bloom mid-summer. 18-24” tall. 
Full sun, drought tolerant once established.

Monardella odoratissima Coyote mint 
Upright, perennial herb or subshrub that often 

develops a woody base. Very fragrant with pink to 
purple flowers in the summer. Excellent pollinator 

plant. Full sun, extremely drought tolerant. Cleome serrulata Rocky Mountain bee plant 
Colorful native annual with large, showy flowers 
in shades of pink to rose pink that bloom 
mid-summer. Self-sows. Very valuable nectar 
source for bees and butterflies. Full sun, moderate 
to low water.

Pseudoroegneria spicata Bluebunch wheatgrass 
Perennial bunchgrass widespread east of the 

Cascades. Olive green leaves turn straw-colored in 
the fall. Beautiful planted along or in drifts and 

prefers deep soils. 2’ tall. Full sun, low water.

Koeleria macrantha Prairie junegrass 
Low-growing bunchgrass with attractive, creamy 
white flowers that bloom from May through July. 
12-18” tall. Full sun, drought tolerant once 
established.

Salvia dorii Purple sage 
Small evergreen shrub with thick gray leaves 

and sky blue flowers that bloom early summer. 
Very fragrant and a nice addiction to xeric 
landscapes. 1-2’ tall. Full sun, low water, 

extremely drought tolerant.

Made in partnership with WinterCreek Restoration & Nursery, the go-to destination for Central 
Oregon natives and one of our favorite places to visit. 
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